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The Progress of Mount Geumgang National Park Preparation Plan and Its Significance
during the 1930s
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how the Mount Geumgang National Park Preparation Plan changed the landscape of Mt. Geumgang during

the 1930s. In the early 1930s, the Japanese Government-General of Joseon sought to conserve the landscape of Mt. Geumgang, which had been

damaged by increasing tourists and reckless development, by executing a national park plan. Uehara and Tamura, invited Japanese landscape

architecture authorities, had contrasting viewpoints for national parks,

thereby suggested two different national park preparation plans. Uehara

emphasized Inner Geumgang's traditional scenic spots with old buildings and stories, while Tamura did Outer Geumgang's modern natural landscape.

The final plan adopted both of their plans by applying each to separate zones. This plan was partially implemented and changed the landscape of

mountains, although Mt.Geumgang was not designated as a national park as planned. Mt. Geumgang was reorganized by the plan as follows. First,

the territory of Mt. Geumgang, which had been ambigous, was confirmed and expanded as a 'great landscape of granite mountains'. Second, the area

of Mt. Geumgang were divided into multiple zones for different purposes. Newly added areas were developed as the zone for physical training of

alpinists while highlighting a Mt. Geumgang's attribute as "unexplored nature." On the other hand, existing Inner Geumgang and Outer Geumgang

areas were developed as the zone for tourists, which had facilities for groups of tourists and motoring roads for the short period sightseeing. New

Geumgang was to be developed as a midpoint destination for the upper-class; however, this plan was abandoned as the whole plan was scaled down

after 1933. Third, the landscapes of each zones were characterized by the building styles in it. Through this strategy, Outer Geumgang and newely

added areas, the base of alpinists, were portrayed as modermn and western, whereas Inner Geumgang, the base of tourists, was portrayed as traditional

and oriental. These changes are important in that it has an influence on today’s understanding and experience of Mt. Geumgang.
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Table 1. The Governor-General of Joseon's Documents related to Mount Geumgang National Park Preperation Plan during the 1930s
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Source Year
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5 Dr. Tamura’s Research Report
(TR A R 75

Geumgang by Tamura
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Governor-General of Joseon :
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s e Wadd G4 vd 4%

1930
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3| M AT R s - FlFmiE) | Uchara
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and Tamura
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n.d.
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Figure 1. A True-view Landscape Painting of Mt. Geumgang
by Jeong Seon in 1734(Cultural Heritage Administration)
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Recognized along the Traditional Travel Route in the 17-18C

Journal of the Architectural Institute of Korea Vol.37 No.8 (Serial No.394) August 2021 103



el

Aot A sl =3 FHAE AA, edes
ojojA= W= £ "l fidsH, ol &% <,
e ok =& AR 3o FAM vu= e
BE Ads] 7. Aol gl AL FEst
g0l JME ZAde dAsd 5He A9 #
o 18A17] FRt7kA] S7ate FEdl
Arolgh kAl Aol WEAs A T4 A5 @
5, 2ga siede 7l Acllen, o] Ao 4t
T Ie0l AT St e AFIrHFEg. ).

o

% ol
>
i

oL 3 o 2

ol
i
all v & e

ol
>
e
e
2
N

Figure 3. Inner Geumgang portrayed by Jeong Seon in 1711
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Figure 5. A Postcard’s Image of Guryongyeon at Outer
Geumgang(The Railway Administration of Governor-General
of Joseon, 1927, p. 40)
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Figure 15. The Kume Mountain Hut near the Birobong Peak
(Shiiki, 1937, p. 39)
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